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Message Text 


1 . PLEASE DELIVER ASAP FOLLOWING LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TO PRIME MINISTER BEGIN. 


2. BEGIN QUOTE: 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF MAY 22 IN WHICH YOU 
EXPRESS YOUR CONTINUING CONCERN ABOUT OUR SALE OF CERTAIN 
AIRCRAFT TO EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA. 
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KNOWING HOW SERIOUSLY YOU VIEWED THIS MATTER, I MADE 
MY DECISION TO SEND THE PROPOSALS TO THE CONGRESS ONLY AFTER 
I WAS PERSONALLY CONVINCED THAT THIS TRANSFER OF AIRCRAFT 
WOULD NOT THREATEN ISRAEL'S SECURITY AND WAS IMPORTANT TO 
THE BROAD NATIONAL INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES. THE 
ASSURANCES IN SECRETARY BROWN'S LETTER OF MAY 9 TO THE 
CONGRESS WERE SPECIFICALLY INTENDED TO HELP ALLAY THE 
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ANXIETIES AND MEET THE CONCERNS WHICH YOU EXPRESSED IN YOUR 
LETTER. I CAN ASSURE YOU, MR. PRIME MINISTER, THAT MY 
GOVERNMENT AND I PERSONALLY CONSIDER THESE ASSURANCES TO 

BE BINDING COMMITMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA 
AND OF COURSE WE WILL FIRMLY STAND BY ALL AGREEMENTS WHICH 
WE REACH IN CONNECTION WITH THE SATE. 

THE ENTIRE THRUST OF U.S. POLICY TOWARD ISRAEL AND 
THE MIDDLE EAST HAS BEEN TO FIND SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS 
OF THE AREA THAT WOULD ASSURE ISRAEL'S LONG-TERM SECURITY. 
WHILE WORKING TOWARDS THE GOAL OF PEACE, SUCCESSIVE AMERI- 
CAN ADMINISTRATIONS HAVE ENSURED THAT THE BALANCE OF 
MILITARY POWER IN THE AREA CLEARLY IS IN ISRAEL'S FAVOR. 

THIS HAS BEEN DRAMATICALLY DEMONSTRATED IN THE PERIOD SINCE 
THE OCTOBER 1973 WAR. MY ADMINISTRATION IS DETERMINED 
THAT THIS VERY FAVORABLE BALANCE WILL CONTINUE TO BE 
MAINTAINED. 

I WAS DEEPLY TOUCHED BY YOUR ELOQUENT WORDS ABOUT 
THE DEEP, UNBREAKABLE BONDS WHICH UNITE OUR TWO GREAT 
COUNTRIES. I SHARE WITH YOU THE CONVICTION THAT IT IS 
PRECISELY THIS RELATIONSHIP WHICH WILL ENABLE US TO WORK 
TOGETHER TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF PEACE IN THE COMING 
WEEKS. END QUOTE. 
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